C h in a , C o v id
AND THE UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES OF
LOCKDOWN TEACHING

Attendance does not equal engagement
 Like in most of their daily life Chinese students do what they are told and turn up to
class in the right place at the right time.
 An instruction to turn on cameras and microphones to confirm attendance at the start
was dutifully followed, but when the screen went dark there was no guarantee
anyone was home.
 Quick unannounced questions using the Zoom chat facility seemed to keep everyone
on their toes.

Not everyone has a space to work
 Many of the Chinese students live in small homes with lots of other
people.
 One student even took to riding on the bus, as she claimed it was the
only place she could find some privacy.
 Interruptions were frequent and I had some sympathy for the student
whose mum insisted on joining the class too.

Social interaction needs work too
 Getting Chinese students to engage with each other, let alone the
teacher, is a daily struggle in the classroom.
 The random nature of the Zoom breakout groups offers an opportunity to
mix it up and get students talking.
 In a 10-minute group session devoted to discussing a topic and coming up
with an outcome (ie You are covering a story about driverless taxis: Who
will you talk to?) the first few minutes are given over to idle chit-chat
about life, love and everything.
 For students cooped up at home many miles from friends and familiarity
this offers a lifeline of normality.

T h e ch a lle n ge
 Trying to give Chinese 18 and 19-yearolds an appreciation of plurality of
the media when all they have ever
known is state-controlled output is a
conjuring trick that has exercised
many journalism lecturers in my
position

Av a ila ble n e w s . . .
 China Central Television, China News
Service, the People’s Daily and The
Global Times, are under the control
of the Chinese Communist Party.
 Complemented only by social media
and unregulated blogs and websites
whose veracity does not bear close
scrutiny.

U n a v a ila ble n e w s …
 Obvious way to open eyes and minds is
‘show and tell’, bringing diverse voices
from around the world into the classroom
via video, online and in print. But that
option is simply not available in China.
The authorities block foreign media,
search engines like Google and sharing
platforms such as YouTube.

T h e r e s pon s ibilitie s

TO USE A VPN…

…O R N O T

 The only possibilities for a media-hungry

 Neither option is very appealing,

Chinese student are to go looking for it,

carrying the threat – either real or

via a Virtual Private Network (VPN) that

imagined – of repercussions for

can bypass the state internet controls, or

stretching the rules

have material sent in by a willing third
party from outside the country..

T h e com pr om is e . .
 Do not use anything that is overtly ‘antiChina’
 Use ‘trusted sources’ like BBC, CNN,
Reuters, New York Times etc
 Explain the context of the international
media approach

Las t w ord...
 An in-class survey of attitudes to
lockdown teaching drew a range of
responses, with students evenly
divided between largely ‘good’ or
‘bad’.
 Last word with journalism student
George Chen, 18, who said: “I love the
online classes. But the quality of
teaching is really not as good as the
real classroom teaching. I hope the
outbreak will end soon.”
 So that ’s me told…
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