
Retrofitting a Theory Unit for 
Online Delivery

Alejandro Abraham-Hamanoiel
BA Journalism, London College of Communication

AJE / Responding to COVID-19 / June 2020



Contemporary Challenges in Journalism

1st Year BA Journalism Unit / 20 Credits / Theory & History

Topics: Freedom of Expression Today, Global News 
Networks & Propaganda, Digital Public Sphere, Fake News 
& Post-Truth

Lectures, Seminars & Student Presentations

12 weeks unit



Retrofitting the Unit 

Adjusting Assignment Brief

Adjusting Teaching Materials

Adjusting Delivery of the Unit

Adjusting Expectations(?)



Adjusting Assignment Brief

From two elements to a holistic assignment

• 1,500 words essay + 1,000 words written debate

• Single Deadline

From graded to pass/fail submissions

From in-class debates to online forums



Adjusting Teaching Materials

Introduction to BB Collaborate Ultra How to Access Online Resources 
(Dawsonera, ProQuest & Library Catalogue)



Adjusting Teaching Materials

Additional Readings and Audio-visual Material 
(BoB & Kanopy)



Adjusting Teaching Materials

Moodle Activities
(Quizzes, Glossaries, Forums)



Adjusting Teaching Materials

Moodle Activities
(Quizzes, Glossaries, Forums)



Adjusting Delivery of the Unit

Weekly Announcements



Adjusting Delivery of the Unit

Recorded Lectures
(Unit channel in Office365 Stream)



Adjusting Delivery of the Unit

Weekly Seminars & Tutorials



Adjusting Expectations

 Existing units can be retrofitted but require some planning and effort

 Students still prefer synchronic teaching, but will engage with asynchronic

activities if directed

 Seminars in online environments work, but need additional guidance from 

tutors

 Recorded lectures are consulted, but could be open to students

 Peer-to-peer interactions are hard to facilitate but worthy

 Students will engage with online teaching at different levels



Adjusting Expectations

Use this opportunity to reassess my own 
practice and rethink the overall objectives of a 

university education


