
#HearMeSpeak – untold stories from 

homeless young Londoners  



INsPirE Europe lead partner: IHECS (Institut des 

Hautes Etudes des Communications Sociales)
■Six European universities using innovative, participatory 

media & educational practices with 18 – 25-year-olds either 

in higher education or disadvantaged, living/studying in 

Brussels, Mechelen, Barcelona, London, Tubingen, Cluj

■AIM: promoting media pluralism

in Europe, challenging stereotypes

■AIM: linking formal and non formal

learners – activity based in 

Universities and in the community



■Objectives I: 

• To bridge the gap between higher education institutions and 

young ‘at risk’ people not in further or higher education

• To involve journalism students in a self-reflection on 

journalism and participatory media practices (with the 

citizen and not on the citizen) => promoting media pluralism

• Offer a space for public and free expression to young 

Europeans (mostly city based, suffering deprivation) via 

media practices



Objectives II

• Exchange good practice between higher education and 

community activists/partners – learn from each other

• Foster inter-linguistic and intercultural understanding 

between European Member States

• Evaluate the project and its outcomes; put forward 

recommendations at the political level – to governmental 

and city-based policy makers



Partner: Islington Crashpad /community centre
■FIRST ACTIONS: photoshoot, vox pops at community base



Step 2:  London blog sets the theme

■#HearMeSpeak: respectful 

practice towards authentic 

young voices in the media 

■Creates: radio shows & TV 

productions at City’s studios 

■Runs: blogging workshops at 

Ringcross Community Centre

■Attends workshops at 

European partner universities 



TV debate show - Question Time style



Broadcasts and workshops – community 

activists, policy makers, politicians involvement 
■Live audience – local people from 

Ringcross Community Centre, 
Crashpad, politicians, widening 
participation advisors

■Topics – knife crime, street smart, 
sex education, being gay, getting 
work, dealing with immigration issues

■Special guest Jennette Arnold, chair 
of the Greater London Assembly: 
“The GLA will support you all we can”

■London workshop with University 
President & Mayor of Islington as 
guests



© Alessia Capasso/Engage Europe

Brussels Summer 

School



Engage London participants say:
“It has enhanced my journalism training massively, allowing me to
get to know people my age who just haven’t had the advantages I’ve had.”

BA Journalism 2nd year student 

“It has opened my eyes to the different upbringings and the luck that is     needed in 
whether you get to succeed or not..”
BA Journalism 1st year student

“I didn’t think I was academically smart but I know I can do ok now . Universities should 
do courses like the Brussels Summer School as a “Taster” to what may be achievable. 
I’d also like a conversation about my capacity and capability to complete an academic 
course” 
Previously homeless young participant in the project





Outcomes of young previously homeless

▪ Surelle S started her own You Tube Site – doing a weekly magazine programme “chat 

show” 

▪ Gideon T enrolled to Roehampton University studying Media and Design. He has 

completed his first year.

▪ Brandon R and Fardowsa A invited to join Islington Giving and are on the Youth 

Commissioning Group. 

▪ Naomi G has written freelance 2 news articles for local newspapers. 

▪ Brandon R signs a T-Shirt Design contract with Hopeful Traders to design a range of 

Urban T-shits with his tags, branding and designs. 

▪ Charlie T secured an acting role in a TV series for SKY Atlantic 

▪ Rahim, Salah, Bjar, Jahbarey and  Misgana secured places on further and higher 

education courses 
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