AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

| /_’/:7 / / / f/y ?; :‘/‘T his presentation is based on a

pter researched for an edited
Uﬂ[umehy Einar sen and Jamie




AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Does the local press still exercise a
watchdog function?

J’ /_’/,7 / / / f/y ?; :‘/‘T his presentation is based on a

pter researched for an edited
Uﬂ[umehy Einar sen and Jamie




Does the local press still exercise a
watchdog function?

A
//://///jf /‘T his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar sen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris




AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

xfw/ ?jﬁ :‘/‘T his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar sen and Jamie

# F
- _"'
s What do we

really expect
from ‘Local

jaumﬂ!iﬂq'?, :




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

Y7 L A d
ff“/ j,?]/{ }"T his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming
algrave Macmillan,

s What do we
really expect J
from ‘Local /

Journalism'?. -,

4

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

.I W//Ary% ;‘I' his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming

I A What do we alﬂl’ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Macmillan.

really expect

from ‘Local /
Journalism'?, -

The
disruption of
the
Journallsm
eco-system

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

.I W//Ary% ;‘I' his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming

I A What do we alﬂl’ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Macmillan.

really expect

from ‘Local /
Journalism'?, -

The
disruption of
the
Journallsm
eco-system

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Quality,
Accountability,
public polney
and the need
for local
journalism?




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

.I W//Ary% ;‘I' his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming

I A What do we alﬂl’ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Macmillan.

really expect

from ‘Local /
Journalism'?, -

The
disruption of
the
Journallsm
eco-system

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Concluding
thoughis

Quality,
Accountability,
public polney
and the need
for local
journalism?




A disaster foretold?

The disaster raised very important questions fof
Jjournalism and its practitioners. How did these
pubhc safety failures not g&t spurted beforehand?
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What do we really expect from
‘Local journalism'?

Holding power to account and keeping
citizens informed about public affairs has
been integral to what is broadly

characterized as the "fourth estate” in
powaer relations across liberal democracies.

This is curious because local residents at Grenfell
often used the disaster at Lakanal House to
illustrate their concerns over the failure of the
local housing authority to be transparent about for
example, their home's Fire Risk Assessment.
Residents openly worried about the probability of
repeating the mistakes at Lakanal. In fact, they
feared that only a disaster would bring a halt to the
housing authorities’ "negligence”, as they saw it

)
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Lessons and

a Warning !
Thery v wrnarg,

Journalizts identified the Fire Risk Assassment (FRA) document as

it should ersure fire safety by monitaring patentislly risky
structural changes to a bullding,

Afer a serles of Freedem of Information requests the BRLC repartad
Mhﬂwn[mmuam’pﬂzm}ﬁld
o compliand Uheir lower blocks were with the Fire Regulatory
Faform Order (2008] . Thay reported that it was inevitable that in
such a lax regime people would eventuslly die again,

The FRA issue Alagged up at Lakanal became central bo the Grenfell
Terwar Resldants Group hunt for answars from thedr local authority
during the refurbishment of their black in the months leading up to
thedr disastrous fre.
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Is there credible evidence that a "Fifth Estate™ as Dutton
has called it (2009) is gaining traction to add something
new and “networked” to the public discourse?

Can social media be an effective replacement for a
vigilant local media reporting on such a disaster?

There is little systematic evidence that local voices were
heard any more clearly to find remedies to the Grenfell
tragedy. This form of platform journalism still lends itself
to powerful existing institutional actors.
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Quality, Accountability, public
policy and the need for local
Jjournalism?

If there are established local media players, there is little
doubt that disaster affected communities can have much
* clearer communication pathways to power.

But it is important to recognize that risk reduction and
recovery need action by public authorities.

he Public Inquiry into Grenfell is yet to report, one of the
ues it may well tackle is why matters plainly placed on

ic record by journalism were so ignored by
successive governments.




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

.I W//Ary% ;‘I' his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming

I A What do we alﬂl’ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Macmillan.

really expect "

/ g The
. disruption of
the
Journallsm
eco-system

from ‘Local /
Journalism'?, -

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Concluding
thoughis

Quality,
Accountability,
public polney
and the need
for local
journalism?




Concluding
thoughts

As the power to deliver rebuke wanes, so the
fear too of retribution diminishes.

Making decision-makers fear the truth will
prevent disaster - not journalism alone.




Does the local press still exercise a

Grenfell: A watchdog function?
disaster

.I W//Ary% ;‘I' his presentation is based on a

chapter researched for an edited
volumeby Einar rsen and Jamie
tled "Media, Journalism
er Communities.” Forthcoming

I A What do we alﬂl’ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Macmillan.

really expect "

/ g The
. disruption of
the
Journallsm
eco-system

from ‘Local /
Journalism'?, -

AJE zo1g, WIEC Paris

Concluding
thoughis

Quality,
Accountability,
public polney
and the need
for local
journalism?




