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What I will talk about:

Definitions of banal journalism

Some examples
Mainstream journalism

Amateur journalism

The value of engaging with Banal Journalism for educators.
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Banal Journalism as problematic

Prasun Sonwalkar (2005)

Banal journalism, is like banal nationalism (Billig 1995), it is barely noticed but it 

there all that “reflect the priorities of the dominant power groupings” (2005: 272). 

the time. It is not extreme or controversial, it’s just how things are.

Banal journalism is how the news operates everyday on a set of assumptions that 

separate ‘us’ from ‘them’. The marginalisation of the ‘other’ appears natural.  

The socio-cultural framework within which journalists operate result in a set of 

news values 
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Banal Journalism as community building

Turner (2015)

Banal pet stories: thinking beyond normative ideas of news and examining participatory 
potential of the everyday.

“Rather than thinking in terms of journalism then, editors often need do little more than 
offer the conduit and curatorial channel by which narratives of everyday, local life are 
sourced, assessed, and then re-broadcast to the audience” (2015: 48).

“[Hyperlocal news] leans away from a media based on professional journalism standards, 
communities instead benefit from forms of communication, expertise and local knowledge 
that resonate with discourses of the professional amateur, silly citizenship, and the 
everyday” (2015: 40)
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Banal Activism

John Postill (2008)

“seemingly mundane issues such as traffic congestion, waste disposal and petty 
crime” (2008: 419).

“organized striving” (Postill 2008: 422) facilitated through networked sociality 
based on virtual lack of thematic restrictions

“Whereas in the truest iterations of democracy, the citizen was enabled through 
the public sphere, in contemporary democracy, the citizen acts politically from a 
private sphere of reflection, expression, and behaviour” (Papacharissi 2010a: 244).
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Mainstream Banal Journalism
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“stories which are quick to write 
which provide the financial support 
through advertising to support the 
journalism which people expect from 
us, but which we have to work harder 
to get people to engage with”  

Higgerson 2017
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Political economy of the mainstream news 
industry through the lens of the everyday
Mainstream news operations draws our everyday into its sphere of 
interest:

• Shopping, eating, engagement with other media (everyday social 
media use is remediated as news).

• No news is newsworthy.

• The everyday is a contested space for our attention across platforms.

• Functions to support ‘real’ journalism: “For many of the people who 
saw a version of the Greggs story, it will have been a few seconds of 
time spent on Facebook, from which the company I work for will have 
made money via advertising” (Higgerson 2017). 
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Amateur Banal Journalism
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‘the mom-and-pop press’

“typically husband-and-wife teams in their 
twenties and thirties, they avoid rigid politics, 
support the idea of small, workable communities, 
and pour everything they have into intensely 
local, rather than personal coverage” 

(Eisendrath 1979: 72)
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Amateur Hour

“the content of most citizen journalism will be 
familiar to anybody who has ever read a church or 
community newsletter—it’s heartwarming and it 
probably adds to the store of good things in the 
world, but it does not mount the collective 
challenge to power which the traditional media are 
supposedly too timid to take up”

(Lemann 2006 – New Yorker 
newyorker.com/magazine/2006/08/07/amateur-hour-4)
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Direct (i.e., exchanges between journalists 
and audiences in a one-to-one fashion), 

Indirect (i.e., exchanges that are witnessed by 
others and intended for community benefit, 
in a more generalised one-to-many fashion) 

Sustained (i.e., exchanges that occur 
continuously over time, suggesting future 
interactions and benefits). 

(Lewis 2015: 2)

Reciprocal 
Journalism



bit.ly/harteaje2018

Examining how reciprocal practices between 
community journalists and community 
members can lead to “sustained reciprocity” 
over time based on “lasting forms of 
exchange that deepen collective trust, social 
capital, and overall connectedness —
essential components for the vitality of 
communities of all kinds” 

(Lewis, Holton, and Coddington 2014: 230)

Reciprocal 
Journalism
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Direct
Tendency to retweet official sources (politicians, 
civil servants)

“The first thing I’ll tend to do is turn to Twitter 
through the contacts we have, the official contacts 
we have who use Twitter, because they’re more 
reachable and they use it more in that way”

Indirect

Use of hashtags in context of ‘breaking news’ 
(#B31Snowwatch), good news (#B31positive), lost 
and found (#B31lost, #B31found) 

Reciprocal 
Journalism
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Sustained reciprocity

On Facebook re-sharing anything, from 
anyone.

Audience as newsgathers and secondary gate-
keepers.

Reciprocal 
Journalism
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“It’s just these silly little things, but it will get 
hundreds of likes on a post like that. People want to 
hear good stuff, don’t they?” (B31 Voices)

“[It’s] just banal chat half the time, but that’s a big 
community-building aspect” (West Hampstead Life)

(in Harte et al. 2018: 142, 130)
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“hyperlocal media is, for many residents, key to an everyday 
understanding of their neighbourhood, a network of local information 
and events sitting outside of corporate or mainstream media that can 
encourage unexpected forms of civic engagement. Lost animal stories 
illustrate some of the more banal crises that take place in this online 
space, where the value to residents can be understood in terms of how 
they can relate on an immediate, everyday level.”

(Turner 2015: 48)
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Banal Journalism

…is news that reinforces normative values of a society through a shared 

everyday cultural specificity. 

…can act to normalise neo-liberalism and austerity OR offer routes to 

“organized striving” (Postill 2008: 422). 

…provides a critical lens through which to examine the political 

economy of journalism and the nature of journalism work. 
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In the classroom

What value is there is teaching banal journalism? Where’s the banality 
in student journalism work? Do journalism educators adequately 
prepare students for writing ‘trash’? 

Engaging with banal journalism can support a questioning of how 
normative news values ignore the “life situations of a large segment of 
population in any society” (Sonwalkar 2005: 261). 

Can support engagement with critical theory beyond the public sphere.
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